REASONS for paſſing 4 Bill in Paxtiaki ewr t6 
Eref three Courts of Conſcience, in the three ſeve- 
ral Diviſzons bereafier Named, being within the Bills 
of Mortality, and without the City of London, andthe 
Liberties thereof ; for Relief of poor Debtors and Cre- 
ditors, under tbe V alue of Forty Shillings, to prevent 
vexations and chargeable Arreits and Suits at Law. 


= 


Ft: the Diviſion of the Burrough of Southwark, with. the Pariſhes in the 
County of Surrey, mentioned in the Bills of Mortality. 


Secondly, The Diviſion of the Hamlets of the 7Tower Liberty, with the Pa- 
riſhes inthe Bills of Mortality, contained within the Hamlets of the Tower Li- 


berty. | ſ 

Thirdly, The Diviſion called Zolborn Diviſion, conſiſting of the remaining 
Pariſhes, and part of Pariſhes in'Middleſex ( not comprehending Weſtminſter nor 
the Liberties thereof ) likewiſe mentioned in the Bills of Mortality. 


H E Court of Conſcience for the City of London, was firſt ereQed by ah 
AQ of Common Council of the ſaid City, in the Nineteenth Year of King- 
Henry the Eighth. | | 
The ſaid Court being found to be good and Charitable, of great Eaſe and Be- 
nefit both to the poor Debtors and Creditors, as alſo much tending to the qui 
' and welfare of the City and Encouragement of Trade, was in the firſt and Third 
years of King James the firſt, eſtabliſhed by Parliament, ſtill limiting and con- 
fining the Juriſdiction of the ſaid Court to the Citizens and Free-men of the City 
of London, and other perſons that inhabit or ſhall inhabit within the faid City or 
the Liberties thereof, being a Tradeſman, ViQtualler, or Labourer. Nor did 
the Juriſdition of the ſaid Court of Conſcience ever yet extend further than the 
City of London and the Liberties thereof. | gl | 
That the Burrough of Southwark, and the Out-Pariſhes within the Bills of 
Mortality, are of late Years vaſtly increafed in Buildings and Inhabitants, and 
abound in poor Tradeſmen, Artificers, Laboures, Viftuallers and others, far 
exceeding the City of Londox and the Liberties thereof : who for want of the like 
ood Eſtabliſhment of a Court or Courts of Conſcience amongſt them, are expo- 
ed to many and great Inconveniences tending to the impoveriſhment and ruine 
of themſelves and Families. As, | | | 
Many vexatious Suits are daily commenced for inconſiderable Sams, and 
through extremity of Poverty, uſual ExaQtions, the Implacability of Adverſa- ' 
ries, frequent Impriſonments, and coſt of Suit, &c. they are often put to ſix 
times more Charges than the Debt was ; whereby many Families are left to the 
Pariſh, the Priſons filled with poor helpleſs Men and Women, Sickneſſes contra- 
&ed, and Frade in a great meaſure hindred, DS Jy 
All which a Salutary A for the Courts, of Conſcience or Requeſt, above men-. 
tioned, might in a good part prevent, as hath been experienced in the City of 
London and Liberties thereof, uring the long time the like Court hath been 
there holden, Which is humbly fubmitted ro the Prudetice of this prefertt 
Parliament. , : 


